Translating research discoveries into clinical tests.
In the past decade, mutations in many genes have been discovered to underlie the myriad of inherited renal and other genetic diseases. Once these genes are identified as etiologic in a disease, the development of a clinical test becomes possible. However, clinical tests are not yet available for all identified disease genes. Why is that? This article discusses the many factors that influence making such a test available and describe the common challenges that are encountered during translation of a test into clinical use.